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With the development of social economy and The growth of population, 
The value of water resources is revealed increasingly. Water right have 
separated from land right gradually and become an independent right in the 
legal area. Basing on the principle of water right attaching to land right, riparian 
rights, As the traditional way to obtain water right become more difficult to 
apply than before. However, it is still worth noting that riparian rights have not 
been completely abandoned during the institutional transformation, so the 
existence of this old distribution system of water right is still reasonable. But in 
our country, the allocation of initial water right relies solely on administrative 
means at present. The rights for riparian landholder to use water lack protection 
and the existing close relationship between water and land has been ignored, 
which lead to numerous water disputes. The study of riparian rights may 
provide theoretical support for protecting the interests of riparian landholder 
when initial water right is allocated in China. 
This article is divided into four chapters. Chapter One starts with the 
analysis of the institutional basis of riparian rights in Civil Law: the nature of 
water right being usufruct, the principle of water right attaching to land right 
and the legitimacy and the embryonic form of riparian rights. Chapter Two 
analyzes how distribution system of water right in Civil Law is absorbed by 
Common Law. The history of riparian rights was very tortuous because of the 
social and historical conditions, riparian rights finally got its place in legal 
system until the “reasonable use” principle established in American law. 
Simultaneously, the system will be introduced in details in this part. Chapter 
Three shows the current situation of riparian rights and the need for 
modification. By comparing with the appropriative rights, the thesis come to the 















problems and causes of the distribution of initial water right in China is 
discussed to determine whether the riparian rights in China should be 
abandoned. 
The historical analysis, the comparative analysis and other methods are 
used to study the riparian rights in this thesis. Combing the development 
context of riparian rights gives us comprehensive understanding of the 
relationship between water right and land right, which is the basis for 
demonstrating the rationality of maintaining riparian rights in China. The 
innovation of the thesis is that it is the first time to study riparian rights 
systematically in China, especially with the background of emphasizing the 
value of water and land resources separately. The thesis aims at avoiding 
separating the realistic contact between water and land with a over-all 
perspective when using legal fiction. 
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